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It’s good to worship with you again this morning … to come together as THE CHURCH GATHERED to open up our hearts and minds up to what God wants to say to us about the GOSPEL, and about how He longs for it to make a difference in our lives and in the world, both as we’re THE CHURCH GATHERED, and then, as we go out of here into the world as THE CHURCH SCATTERED, on Mission with God and with one another in the everyday stuff of life.  In our schools, with our families, with our friends, with our co-workers, with our enemies, with our roommates, with our spouses, with our children, and with the cashier at the grocery store.

Last Sunday, in MARK 11:1-22, we saw Jesus and His disciples come back into Jerusalem for the last time.  It was Tuesday morning on the last week of Jesus’ earthly life … the week that would end with His death on the cross and then His resurrection.  It was PASSOVER … the annual Jewish holy day that celebrates how God used Moses to rescue the Jews out of slavery in Egypt and eventually bring them into the Promised Land, which was what we now call Israel.

The night before the Jews made their exodus, God had all the Jews sacrifice a lamb, and put its blood over their doorposts.  And when the judgment of God came onto Egypt, all the homes whose doorposts were covered with the blood of the lamb were PASSED OVER and given a second chance with God and freed from their slavery.

PASSOVER – what better time for Jesus, the Messiah, the One John the Baptist called “the lamb of God Who would take away the sin of the world” to show up in Jerusalem.  It’s His blood that makes the way for us to be forgiven by God so we can come home to God.  God’s plan for the ages, set into motion before time began, the Good News of the Gospel was coming to completion as Jesus and His disciples came into Jerusalem.  Do you see it?  I want us to go back over one important point we camped on for a bit together last Sunday before we begin with MARK 11:22 …

MARK 11:12-13 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

12 On the next day, when they had left Bethany, He [Jesus Christ] became hungry.
13 Seeing at a distance a fig tree in leaf, He went to see if perhaps He would find anything on it; and when He came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. [emphasis added]

From GENESIS 3 forward in God’s Word, fig leaves are a picture of the fruit of our disobedience.  The fig leaves in MARK 11 represent the works of our hands – they represent us trying to do good works in an effort to earn God’s favor.  But in God's eyes, those leaves are worthless.  The leaves spoken of in ISAIAH 64:6 wither and get blown away by the wind … but the fruit in GALATIANS 5:22-23 has lasting value, and when it’s lived out in our lives gives evidence that we’re making

progress in the spiritual transformation of becoming more like Jesus Christ.  Jesus isn't interested in our leaves – He’s interested in our fruit.  

Remember, Jesus wasn’t angry that the fig tree didn’t have any figs.  The reason Jesus cursed the fig tree was because it had leaves but didn’t have any fruit.  The world is dying to see followers of Jesus Christ who are bearing good fruit … who are living out what we’re advertising.  And we bear good fruit by following the counsel Jesus gave us in JOHN 15:4-5, by abiding in Him, by remaining in Him, by making our home in Him.

Like I said to you last Sunday, there are no shortcuts to spiritual growth.  Just like physical growth comes one day at a time, spiritual growth comes one day at a time, one choice and decision at a time, one small step at a time.  There’s no other way to produce the fruit God is looking for and that the world needs to see coming out of us if we’re going to become the salty witness and the light-giving blessing Jesus calls us to (cf., MATTHEW 5:13-16).  Jesus cursed the fig tree in the morning, and then He saw it again the next morning and it was withering up.

MARK 11:20-21 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

19 When evening came, they would go out of the city.
20 As they were passing by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots up.
21 Being reminded, Peter said to Him, “Rabbi, look, the fig tree which You cursed has withered.”

The fig tree withered from the roots up.  And this is the way you and I wither.  We start out compromising with sin in small and oftentimes hidden ways.  We pull away from the Gospel and the withering starts.  But sin, just like righteousness, is always progressive, and when we remain unrepentant, sin grows and it’s consequences spread – and our withering continues until there’s not much faith left.  Which brings us to the last 12 verses of MARK 11.  And I love Jesus’ reply to His disciples in v. 22 …

MARK 11:22 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

22 And Jesus answered saying to them, “Have faith in God.”

“Have faith in God.”  Have you ever noticed how much of the time it’s easier to have faith in God BEFORE taking a step of faith than AFTER you’ve taken the step of faith … while you’re waiting for God to show His faithfulness to you … and while you wait for God to not take you down a dead end … and while you wait for God to not let down His end of whatever you’re carrying together?  “Have faith in God” Jesus said.

What exactly is faith?  The author of The New Testament book of HEBREWS … one of the only books in the Bible who we’re not sure who the human author is … defines faith for us and tells us a bit about it in several verses …

HEBREWS 11:1-3 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

1 Faith means being sure of the things we hope for and knowing that something is real, even if we do not see it.
2 Faith is the reason we remember great people who lived in the past.
3 It is by faith we understand that the whole world was made by God’s command so what we see was made by something that can’t be seen.

Jesus explains to His disciples that the withering fig tree was simply the result of His prayer made in faith … and He encourages you and me to grab onto, and not let go of this same kind of faith, trusting that God hears us when we pray.  I love the counsel present-day Bible scholar, pastor and teacher Warren Wiersbe gives us about this in his commentary on MARK entitled, “Be Diligent” …

“We should not interpret MARK 11:24 to mean, ‘If you pray hard enough and really believe, God is obligated to answer your prayer no matter what you ask.’  That kind of faith is not faith in God; rather it is nothing but faith in faith, or faith in feelings.”

20th-Century Greek scholar Kenneth Wuest’s translation of MARK 11:22 exposes us to the reality that God Himself is the object of Jesus’ command, not faith …

MARK 11:22 (WUEST’S EXPANDED NEW TESTAMENT)

22 … Jesus says to them, “Be constantly having faith in God.”

In Greek, the language of The New Testament, the OBJECTIVE CASE refers to what receives the action of the verb in the sentence … and in v. 22 is the verb is the word having.  Jesus’ command is in the OBJECTIVE not the POSSESSIVE CASE.  If Jesus’ words here were in the POSSESSIVE CASE He’d be calling us to “have God’s faith.”  But that’s not what Jesus says.  And that’s why Kenneth Wuest’s translation hits the nail on the head as Jesus tells us to “Be constantly having faith in God.”  

With this instruction from Jesus I hear Him telling us that He knows how difficult it can be to live this way, with this focus and consistency.  Jesus knows about all the distractions in our lives, and about our desire to do things our way and not His way, and about how difficult it can be to hang onto Him, no matter how tightly He’s hanging onto us.  But friends, how many of you know that Jesus never gives us a command, that He doesn’t also give us the strength to be able to live into with His grace, and with His strength?  Seriously. 

And this is why I hear God saying to us here this morning, “Have faith in God BEFORE you step into God’s will, and while you’re in the MIDDLE of God’s will, and AFTER it seems like you’ve gotten to the other side of the river with God.  Be constantly having faith in God.”

ILLUSTRATION … I’ll be honest with you, I’m having a hard time constantly having faith in God about where we’re going to keep meeting as a church when our lease runs out here at the Armory in 15 months.  Our facilities committee has looked at the one piece of property that’s come onto the market recently that might have some potential, but it’s almost $2,000,000.  This Tuesday evening we’re having a joint meeting with our elders, our finance team, and our facilities committee … to talk and pray and seek God’s heart and direction for us.  Please pray for us on Tuesday evening as we meet.

On one hand it doesn’t look like we have the resources to buy a place to call home.  On the other hand it’s clear that we’ve maxed out the resources here at The Armory and it’s inhibiting our ability to live out our Mission fully.  What should we do?  ”Be constantly having faith in God.”  I believe with all my heart that if we keep doing this, that God will clearly lead us … in His timing and into His plans.  Will you join me in “constantly having faith in God” about this need in our body?

And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON

For maturing followers of Jesus Christ, faith isn’t just “faith in an idea or in a concept” … it’s “constantly having faith in God.”  Faith in God is having confidence in God, and becoming reliant on God.

MARK 11:23-24 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

23 Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is going to happen, it will be granted him.
24 Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they will be granted you.

In Jesus’ day, using the word “mountain” to illustrate a big problem, was a common figure of speech that was used in the same way we use the phrase “He was making a mountain out of a molehill” today.  Jesus used a figure of speech here called hyperbole, which is to make a huge exaggeration, to make His point.  Jesus wanted to get His disciples’ attention and help them focus on the central truth that God hears our prayers, and will answer them … even the ones that seem impossible … and even the ones that seem immoveable … but in His timing, and in His way.

Gang, listen to me, if Jesus had the power to curse and wither up that fig tree, then He also had the power to make fruit miraculously grow on it.  If that’s what Jesus wanted to do, that’s what He would have done.  But here’s the deal, more often than not, Jesus wants to do A COOPERATIVE WORK OF GROWTH, TRANSFORMATION, AND FRUIT-BEARING WITH YOU AND WITH ME.

Yes Jesus could have just made some figs grow on that tree that day.  And yes Jesus could just make good fruit show up in our lives … INSTANTLY TRANSFORMING us to become more like Him in our thinking, in our words, in our actions, and in our priorities.  But that would be about GOD CONTROLLING US, not US CHOOSING TO COOPERATE WITH GOD.  Jesus didn’t create us just to become His puppets.
God gave you and me the power of a free will.  We can make choices.  We can choose to be fruitless and dying, or we can choose to be fruitful and life-giving.  I love what James, the half-brother of Jesus Christ wrote in JAMES 1 about the role doubt plays in this process of choosing, and growing, and praying … where he tells us that when we’re making the choice to pull back from God, when we’re making the choice to not walk close to God, when we are playing around with sin, here’s what happens …

JAMES 1:6-8 (COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE)

6-8 Whoever asks shouldn’t hesitate.  They should ask in faith, without doubting.  Whoever doubts is like the surf of the sea, tossed and turned by the wind.  People like that should never imagine that they’ll receive much of anything from the Lord.  They’re double-minded, unstable in all their ways.

When we have a single-hearted devotion to God, and when we’re walking consistently with God, our prayers will be in accordance with God’s will … and we’ll find that when our prayers are prayed in alignment with God’s will, they’ll always be granted.

This is in direct contrast to what’s taught in the Word of Faith Movement within Christianity today … from pastors like Benny Hinn and Kenneth Copeland, and more … because the Word of Faith pastors and teachers proclaim that followers of Jesus Christ can PRAY FOR ANYTHING WITH ENOUGH FAITH AND RECEIVE IT.  Oh friends, let’s not fall for this false teaching that’s in direct contradiction to God’s Word.  James addresses this aspect of prayer as well, in JAMES 4 …

JAMES 4:3 (PARAPHRASE)

3 You ask [pray] and don’t receive when you ask [pray] with wrong motives, when you ask [pray] with hearts desiring to waste the answers on your own cravings and to spend them on your own pleasures. [emphasis added]

Gang, when you and I have prayers that seem to go unanswered, we need to check our motives to see if Jesus is still our first love, and if we’re praying out of a single-hearted devotion to God, and if we’re seeking out God’s will and God’s plans for our lives.  Because James is spot-on when he tells us that some of our prayers go unanswered and unfulfilled simply because they’re selfish.

ILLUSTRATION … I really want the Portland Trailblazers to win the NBA Championship.  I remember when they won it in 1977 … and it was awesome.  But should I pray for that “desire”?  Should I have constant faith in God that this is His will?  Probably not.

I what I should pray for, is for Al Egg, the chaplain for the Portland Trailblazers, that he will have a fruitful ministry with those guys and their girlfriends and their families … that God will use him and others in their lives to bring the Gospel to them and to Paul Allen.  But to pray for the Trailblazers to win the NBA Championship would just be selfish on my part.

Jesus wants you and I as His followers to learn how to live lives of surrender to Him, lives where we’re inviting God to prune us – cutting the stuff out of our lives that keeps us from transformation and new growth.  Like I shared with you last Sunday, God is inviting us to live the kind of lives in Him where we’re abiding in Him, remaining in Him, and making our home in Him … because God knows that it’s only in this place of surrender that we’ll begin the refining process of becoming more and more like our Lord Jesus Christ.

God doesn’t want prayer to be an EMERGENCY MEASURE we turn to only when the heat gets turned up in the kitchen of our lives.  The prayer of constant faith God is talking about here is the kind of prayer where we’re in ongoing communion with Him as we seek to live lives of intimate worship with Him.  I love how pastor, teacher, and author Richard Foster writes about this in Prayer: Finding The Heart’s True Home …

“Real prayer isn’t about gritting our teeth, it’s about falling in love.”

Let’s look at one more aspect of Jesus’ instruction here about prayer and constant faith before going on.  Look back with me again at MARK 11:23 …

MARK 11:23 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

23 Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is going to happen, it will be granted him.

Did Jesus tell us to pray for this mountain of a problem TO BE REMOVED?  No.  Did Jesus tell us to study the Bible and memorize loads of verses so that this mountain of a problem WOULD BE REMOVED?  No.  He said, say to the mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea.’  We often say that PRAYER CHANGES THINGS.  I bet that many of you have said that – or you’ve seen a card or a plaque that says that.  I know that I’ve said it.  But gang that’s not the whole picture.

PRAYER CHANGES US.  FAITH CHANGES THINGS.

Jesus didn’t say, “If you encounter a problem as big as a mountain, pray and it will disappear.”  No, He said, “Have faith in God and then open your mouth and tell the mountain to move.  Speak faith.”  I’m all for any kind of prayer, with words, without words, prayers sung, prayers shouted, and prayers whispered.  But I see Jesus telling us here that when we speak our prayers out loud … that’s when faith really kicks in.  Why’s that?  Well, it’s one thing to just pray quietly and inwardly for the big problems in my lives to be moved, because then if it doesn’t move, no one will know that I prayed it would move.  If I keep my mouth shut, there’s no step of faith, and little risk of being misunderstood or of having my faith made fun of.

What are some of the mountains in your life right now?  Maybe you’re having money problems in your life.  Maybe some of your choices are causing you and other people around you pain and suffering.  Maybe one of your kid’s has been running away from God.  Maybe you have a health problem that you’ve been putting off looking into because of fear that it’s something bad.  Friends, I believe that this morning Jesus is inviting us here to stand up and be counted with the words of our mouths … to our friends, to our loved ones, to our fellow-Christians, and to pray this prayer out loud …

“God I’m asking You to cast the mountain of a problem in my life into the sea!  I’m not just going to hope that things change.  I’m not just going to silently pray that things change.  I’m going to speak out in faith, with actual words, that right now I’m choosing to trust You to come alongside this mountain-sized problem and get rid of it!”

But again, dear friends, let’s not mix up what Jesus is asking us to do here with the message of the false teachers in the Word of Faith Movement.  JESUS ISN’T TELLING US HOW TO PRAY FOR A MOUNTAIN SO THAT GOD WILL GIVE US A MOUNTAIN.  Jesus’ instruction about prayer here isn’t about OBTAINING ANYTHING … it’s about REMOVING THE OBSTACLES TO OUR SPIRITUAL TRANSFORMATION.

Contrary to how the NAME IT AND CLAIM IT, BLAB IT AND GRAB IT TV preachers teach this passage, Jesus isn’t giving us a recipe here for how to get a cuter boyfriend, or how to get a bigger car, or how to get a nicer house, or how to get a raise at work.  IN FACT, JESUS ISN’T TELLING US HOW TO GET MORE OF ANYTHING.  JESUS IS TELLING US HOW TO GET RID OF THE MOUNTAINS IN OUR LIVES … how to get rid of our selfishness, how to get rid of our propensity to sin, and how to get rid of the hurts, habits, and hang-ups that rob us from the fruitlessness that choosing to live sinful, separated from God lives brings about.  Do you see it?

Then now Jesus goes on in vv. 25-26 to tell us that a lack of faith isn’t the only obstacle to the kind of prayer that gets heard and answered, but that there’s also an intimate relationship between PRAYER AND FORGIVENESS …

I think it’s interesting that Jesus’ instruction about the inter-connectedness between prayer and forgiveness comes right after His use of the mountain as an illustration of how big our challenges in life can be, and the kind of constant faith in God it takes to turn those mountains over to God – because I don’t know about you, but in my life I’ve found that a hard, unforgiving heart can be bigger than almost any mountain.

MARK 11:25 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

25 WHENEVER you stand praying, forgive, if you have ANYTHING against ANYONE, so that your Father who is in heaven will also forgive you your transgressions. [emphasis added}

I love the way Jesus talks about forgiveness here, using unlimited words like WHENEVER, ANYTHING, and ANYONE.  Jesus is saying here that maturing followers of God are learning to not make the mistake of putting any spiritual discipline, or any religious activity [even prayer], or any ministry ahead of making sure that they have right relationships with God and other people.

Gang, we don’t earn God’s blessing by forgiving others.  But having a forgiving spirit is one of the undeniable evidences that our hearts are right with God, that we want to obey His will, and that we understand that having a posture of humility and surrender is what makes it possible for God the Father to hear us and answer our prayers (cf., PSALM 66:18).  Like the Apostle Paul wrote in GALATIANS 5:6, “Faith works by love” … so when I have faith in God, I’ll also have love for other people.

God wants us to make sure that our relationship with Him is right and clean … but after our relationship with God is cleaned up and headed in the right direction, God also wants to make sure that our relationships with other people are honest, sincere, righteous, and full of integrity.  And so when we pray, if we have ANYTHING against someone else, we need to set it right and forgive, so that things between us and God will be set right as well.  This is what the Apostle Paul was talking about in ROMANS 12:18 …

ROMANS 12:18 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all people.

MARK 11:26 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

26 [But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in heaven forgive your transgressions."]

The parenthesis here in v. 26 mean that this verse isn’t in the oldest manuscripts we have for MARK … but this instruction from Jesus is also found in MATTHEW 6:15, and v. 26 is actually the antithesis of the conditional promise Jesus makes in v. 25, so it must be true.

It’s important for us to notice that Jesus is telling us here to forgive people we’re holding a grudge against EVEN BEFORE they’ve apologized to us, or asked for our forgiveness, or even changed their behavior … and that even if they never do change their behavior, we still need to forgive them.  Yes, sometimes we’ll need to set a new boundary with them, and maybe love them from a distance, so that they’re not walking all over us like they have in the past.  Yes, sometimes forgiveness has to just be one-way … but whether it’s reciprocated or not, God wants us to learn how to let forgiveness be a pathway for us to unyoke ourselves from the pain and separation from God and others that unforgiveness almost always brings into our lives.  

I hear Jesus saying here that when we learn to be regularly forgiven by God, we’re in a much better place to learn how to regularly forgive other people.  It’s like the forgiveness of God cracks us open and spills us out, but also heals us at the same time – and out of the place of receiving forgiveness and grace from God, and out of the place of receiving the tender restoration and healing of God – we learn the joy and freedom of also keeping short accounts with other people.  And so when we hurt someone else, we learn to quickly go to them, and ask for their forgiveness.  And when others hurt us, we learn to quickly go to them, and seek to get things made right so that resentments won’t have a chance to take root, and fester, and grow.

Remember what Jesus taught us in THE LORD’S PRAYER … “forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.” (MATTHEW 6:12).  Then add to that instruction, Jesus words here in MARK 11:26 … But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in heaven forgive your transgressions.

Think about it … seriously, what has anyone ever done to you that exceeds what you've done to God in terms of the sins you’ve committed against Him?  And yet God has forgiven you … and He’s forgiven me.  I hope you’re seeing the absolute necessity of receiving God’s forgiveness, and then the absolute need of allowing God to pour His forgiveness through us to others!  And I see our SECOND FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON

Maturing followers of Jesus Christ allow the Gospel to engage their hearts, their minds, and their imaginations with God’s goal for them of becoming known for their forgiving spirits.

Listen to what the Apostle Paul wrote to the Christians living in the Asia Minor town of Ephesus (which is now modern-day Western Turkey) about how you and I as followers of Jesus Christ are to forgive others in the same way God has forgiven us …

EPHESIANS 4:32 (THE EXPANDED NEW TESTAMENT)

32 Be kind and loving [compassionate; tenderhearted] to each other, and forgive each other just as God forgave you in Christ.

And now in MARK 11:27-28 the Jewish Religious Leaders question Jesus’ authority …

MARK 11:27-28 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

27 They [Jesus and His disciples] came again to Jerusalem.  And as He was walking in the Temple, the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders came to Him,
28 and began saying to Him, “By what authority are You doing these things, or who gave You this authority to do these things?” [emphasis added]

Jesus never got into an argument about religion with anyone – people usually brought the fight to Him.  Jesus focused on the Kingdom of God, and on the Gospel … He opened the eyes of people’s hearts up to the truth that God loved them and that through Him God had stepped out of heaven so that He could step into their lives.  But every time Jesus was confronted about anything – whether it was His motives, His past, His present, or His future, His parentage, or His authority, He always came out on top.  Remember, that Jesus and His disciples had come back into Jerusalem right as everyone was showing up for Passover.  And the day just before this Jesus had gone into the Temple and with righteous indignation drove out all the corrupt money-changers and scalpers.  In other words, Jesus had cut into the unjust profits the Jewish Religious Leaders and their family members and friends were making off the little scam they’d set up.  So no wonder they were angry at Jesus!

The authority to teach as a Rabbi among the Jews [the Hebrew word Rabbi means “teacher” or “master”] … this authority was given by the ruling body of Judaism, called the Sanhedrin … which was kind of like the Jewish Supreme Court.  Jesus wasn’t sanctioned or endorsed by the Sanhedrin, and Jesus didn’t seek their sanction or their endorsement.  But now the Jewish Religious Leaders want to know by whose authority Jesus was teaching and doing what He’d been teaching and doing for nearly three years.  And isn’t this one of the great questions of our day today?

Our culture, our society, our world, challenges spiritual authority on every front today … people ask God, and ask the church, and ask God’s Word, and ask pastor-teachers … “Who is God, who is the church, who is God’s Word?  Who does that no-name pastor-teacher at 2nd Street Community Church in that little backwater town of Newberg, Oregon think He is to tell me what to do?”  And so let’s look at how Jesus answers their question with a question, while at the same time He gives them an answer that calls them, and you and me, into a posture of surrender before Him. 

MARK 11:29-33 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

29 And Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one question, and you answer Me, and then I will tell you by what authority I do these things.
30 Was the baptism of John [the Baptist] from heaven, or from men?  Answer Me.”
31 They began reasoning among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say, ‘Then why did you not believe him?’
32 But shall we say, ‘From men’?” – they were afraid of the people, for everyone considered John [the Baptist] to have been a real prophet.
33 Answering Jesus, they said, “We do not know.”  And Jesus said to them, “Nor will I tell you by what authority I do these things.” [emphasis added]

Initially, it might seem like Jesus’ asking whether John the Baptist’s baptism was from God was irrelevant to the questions posed to Him.  But when we look more closely we can see that Jesus’ response to the Jewish Religious Leaders was legit, because in Israel PROPHETS WERE APPOINTED AND VERIFIED ONLY BY GOD.

Being a Jewish PRIEST was something determined by lineage … a person was qualified to be a priest, not by their character, but by whether or not they were born into the right family.  But when a person was called to be a PROPHET, a whole different criterion was used … and in order for a person to become a card-carrying PROPHET they had get certified by God directly.

The Jewish Religious Leaders had accepted that John the Baptist was called by God as a PROPHET.  And because Jesus was also functioning in the role of a PROPHET at this point in time, His authority should only have had to be verified by the visible working of God in His life.  Now many people saw Jesus’ calling as a PROPHET as coming from God … but to help bolster His case to the Jewish Religious Leaders, Jesus reminds them that John the Baptist had testified of Him, calling Him “the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world” (JOHN 1:29), and “the Son of God” (JOHN 1:34) … and that John the Baptist also said in JOHN 1:27 that he, himself was “unworthy to untie Jesus’ sandals.”  And herein was the dilemma …

The common people accepted John the Baptist and his baptism as being from God.  If the scribes and Pharisees stated that John the Baptist’s ministry was from man, then they’d lose the support of the common people.  But, if on the other hand they accepted John the Baptist’s ministry as being from God, then they’d be asked why they didn’t believe what John had said about Jesus.

And so to avoid double jeopardy, they said, “We don’t know.”  They’d dug a trap for Jesus that they thought they could get Him to fall into, and not only does Jesus avoid their trap, but now they’re trying to dodge the trap Jesus throws back at them.  And their response exposes the fact that they weren’t sincere truth-seekers … but that they cared more about debating and scoring points with people than they did in seeking and finding the truth about Who Jesus really was.  And I see our THIRD FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON

When we find ourselves in situations where we have to choose between right and wrong – let’s make sure we’re on the same side of the issue God is on.  
 
Friends, seriously, what are you going to say to Jesus Christ when you see Him face-to-face at the judgment seat the Apostle Paul teaches us about in ROMANS 14:10; SECOND CORINTHIANS 5:10?  What are you going to do when Jesus asks you why you didn’t choose to follow Him more visibly, more publicly, more consistently?  Are you going to say, “Come on Jesus, my friends didn’t follow You … that’s why I didn’t follow You most of the time.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Gang, it’s not our friends who will be standing with us when we come face-to-face with Jesus Christ at His judgment seat.  Jesus stood with us at the cross.  Let’s stand with Him in life.  He has the authority to tell us how to lives our lives … let’s listen to Him, and obey Him.  Let’s not waste our lives trying to lay traps for Jesus.  Let’s lay down our lives for Him.

Blessed be the Word of the Lord.

NEXT SUNDAY … GREGG LAMM WILL BE TEACHING FROM MARK 12:1-17.  INVITE SOMEONE YOU KNOW WHO ISN’T YET PART OF A CHURCH FAMILY TO JOIN YOU … AND COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING!
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then, 

as we go out of here 

into the world as 

THE CHURCH SCATTERED

, on Miss

ion with God and with one 

another in the everyday stuff of life.  In 

our 

school

s

, with our families, with our 

friends, with our co

-

workers, with our enemies, with our roommates, with our 

spouses, with our children, and with the cashier at the grocery store

.

 

 

Last Sunday, in 

MARK 11:1

-

22

, we saw Jesus and His disciples 

come

 

back into 

Jerusalem for the last time.  It was Tuesday morning on the last week 

of Jesus’ 

earthly life … the week that would end with His death on the cross and then His 

resurrection.  I

t

 

was 

PASSOVER

 

… the annual Jewish holy day that celebrates how 

God used Moses to rescue the Jews out of slavery in Egypt and eventually bring them 

into the Promised Land, which was what we now call Israel.

 

 

The night before the Jews made their 

exodus

, God 

had all the Jews sacrifice a lamb, 

and put its blood over their doorposts.  And when the judgment of God came onto 

Egypt, all the homes whose doorposts were covered with the blood of the lamb were 

PASSED 

OVER

 

and given a second chance with God and freed fr

om their slavery.

 

 

PASSOVER

 

–

 

what better time for Jesus, the Messiah, the One John the Baptist called 

“the lamb of God Who would 

take away the sin of the world”

 

to show up in 

Jerusalem.  It’s His blood that makes the way for us to be forgiven by God so we

 

can 

come home to God.  God’s 

plan for the ages

, set into motion before time began, the 

Go

od News of the Go

spel

 

was coming to completion as Jesus and His disciples came 

into Jerusalem.  Do you see it?  I want us to go back over one important point we 

campe

d on for a bit together last Sunday before we begin with 

MARK 11:22

 

…

 

 

MARK 11:12

-

13

 

(NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

 

 

12

 

On the next day, when they had left Bethany, He 

[

Jesus Christ

]

 

became hungry.

 

13

 

Seeing at a distance a fig tree in leaf, He went 

to see 

if perhaps He 

would find anything on it; and when He came to it, He found nothing 

but leaves, for it was not the season for figs.

 

[

emphasis

 

added

]

 

 

From 

GENESIS 3

 

forward in God’s Word, 

fig leaves

 

are a picture of 

the fruit of 

our 

disobedience

.  The 

fig le

aves

 

in 

MARK 

11

 

represent

 

the works of our hands 

–

 

they 

r

epresent

 

us trying to do good 

works in an effort to

 

earn 

God’s favor

. 

 

But in God's 

eyes, those 

leaves

 

are 

worthless.  The 

leaves

 

spoken of in 

ISAIAH 

64

:6

 

wither and 

get blown away by the wind

 

… but 

the 

fruit

 

in 

GALATIANS 5:22

-

23

 

has lasting 

value, and when it’s lived out in our lives g

ives evidence that we’re making

 

 

